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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 
 

In re: 
 
Proposed Waiver and Regulations Governing 
the Taking of Eastern North Pacific Gray 
Whales by the Makah Indian Tribe 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
Docket No. 19-NMFS-0001 
 
RIN: 0648-BI58 and  
RIN: 0648-XG584 

 
 

FIRST DECLARATION OF STEVE STONE 
 
 

1. I am a Fishery Biologist for the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) within 

the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). In that role I have assisted in the 

agency’s process regarding the proposed waiver and regulations captioned above, including the 

procurement of Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) services as required by agency regulations at 

50 CFR 228. 

2. Attached as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the most recent Interagency 

Agreement entered into by NMFS and the United States Coast Guard whereby NMFS has 

secured the Coast Guard’s ALJ services for the above-captioned matter. The Agreement is set to 

expire on September 30, 2019 (i.e, the end of fiscal year 2019). Absent a modification extending 

that end date, NMFS’s allocated funds will no longer be available for use past September 30, 

2019. 

3. Given the temporal proximity of the existing hearing schedule for the above 

matter to the end date of the Agreement, the potential the ALJ may need additional time to draft 
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his recommended decision or the parties potential need to file post-hearing briefs, and the 

potential for schedule changes, NMFS began evaluating the feasibility of modifying the 

Agreement so that the ALJ services and associated, allocated funds might continue to be 

available beyond fiscal year 2019.  

4. I have determined that any modification to the Agreement would need to be

completed prior to the current expiration date of September 30, 2019. 

5. On May 30, 2019, I began the process to modify the Agreement. At this time, I

expect to be able to modify the Agreement so that the ALJ’s services and funds remaining 

available for use under the Agreement will continue to be available past September 30, 2019. 

I declare, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States, that the foregoing 

is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

_________________________________ 
Steve Stone 

     Dated: June 2, 2019
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